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NIDPLE FAST

3. President Shihab's sppointment of Reshid Enrama, rebsl leader
in Tripeli, as prise minister is appareatly 2 sajor coacession
to the epposition and te Nasir,

A. Earams will 2lso set as defemse and imterier mimister.

5. Beveral active oppesition mambers are in the cabimet, and
pro-Chamnoun forces have evideatly beem almost completely
eclipeed.

C. The Damascus press predicted the exmot compesitica of the
new Lebanese cabinst on Teesday, ssniag the mem. This fsct
will tead to give it a “made im Caire” lsbel and increase

further pre-Chamoun and Phalangist opposition,

2. The security sitaatios has deteriorated. The fightiag
| betwoen Christiaas and Nosless yesterday threateas the
religious balance im Lebanon, and the Soslems will

probabdly retaliate agaisst their Phalangist attachers.
r. ﬂuii violence contimme, the adility of the sscurity

forces to comtrol the situstion will be lessensd.

Security personnel may édivide asloag religions lines,
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Internal maneuvering for power im Irag continuss as Preuier
Qasim strives further to downgrade pro-Nasir vice-premier Arif, )
who was removed as deputy army commsader two weeks ago,
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IV¥. Recently announced plams to centralize in Cairo the planning, 4>
| erdination, and execution of UAR policies probably presage 2
move to strengthen Nasir's centrol over Syrian affairs.

A, Bven that degree of autonomy retained by the Syrian region
following union with Egypt last February appareatly allowed
tos much fresdom to groups which resented Egyptian sconamic
and political domination, ;

8. Nasir presumably fears the natural attraction of Irag for
Syris and, in curbing the activities of Syrian politicians,
will seek to prevent political cooperation between the twe
areas.

Algerian Rebsl Government

¥. A mniono:!\ﬁovernnnt of the Algerisn Republic, which was
proclaimed by the Algerian rebels ip Cairoc on 19 September, has
been recognized by all Arab League mﬂ, except lLebanon, ant
by Xawait., Last Monday Communist China extended recoganition.
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A, The goverawment 1is headed by Perhat Abbas, a relatively
woderate figurehead, BRebsl leaders told U8 officials in
Cairo and Tunis that the regime was proclaiwed in =2a effori
to persuade Algerian Noslems to boycott the Fresch constitu.
tion2l referendum, Voting in Algeria will take place to-
worrow, Baturday aad Sunday.

B. These rebels also said that the question of whers their
eapital would be and the guestioa of meabership iam the Arad
Lesgue would be discussed at their first “cabinet™ weeting
in Cairo towmorrow, |
1, They did not rule out Cairo am & possible capital,

3. Arsb League spokeswen have said that they would aceept
the Algerian government as a member,

3. The rebels indiecated they would contiaus their policy
of accepting only token Soviet bloc offeringe as long ss
weapons and smmunition were available from frab sources.

¥X. TFrance has reacted rather calmly to the Algeriasn rebel moves,
which included a declarstion of a state of war with France,

This suggents Poris expects this wmove to have little tmpact on

the congtitutional referenduwm in France and its possessions or

on the immediste Algerian situation. De Gaulle has sought to

keep the Algerian problem as such apart from the referendum
campaipgn.,

French Constitutien

¥il. Approval of De Gaulle's constitution is expected, probably by
about 60 to 65 perceat of those voiing iam metropolitan France.
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The new powsr of the executive called for is the new
constitution has aroused some appreheasion that rightist
snd military elements way exert undue influence,

However, many critica seem resigned ito its adeption, and
they hops to amend it later to restore sowe of the
legislature's reduced power.

Active oppomition in Frasce comes largely from the Commu-
aists who norsally poll about 25 percent of the electorate,
Other negative votes will cows from minority ieft-wing
Socialists, from the left-wing group of Francois Mitterand,
from Nendes-France's branch of the Radical Socialists, and
from some rightist elements, ineluding Plerre Poujade.

In Algcria?!hich is legally part of meiropolitan France,
voters cannot opt for independence, In any case & favor-

able vote there will bs gusranteed by the Army.

!rvneh Tropical kt:ica

¥iil.

A negative vote on the constitutional issue is expected in

one or wore tropical African territories. These aress can

thus choose immediate independence,

A,

Approved For Release 2004

Guinea, ons of the eight territories of French West Africa,

seems virtually certain to choose independence in lime with
the recommsndation of its leftist-orieated African premier,

Sekou Tours,
1. Higer, another of the West African territaries, is slse

likely te reject the De Gaulle draft, but the ocutcome
there is not certain,
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2, Certain other areas--including Prench Somaliland in
Bast Africa--may possibly follow suit,

8. Paris is apparently prepared to honor De Gaulle's commitment
of last wonth to permit the peaceful secession of any terri-
tery voting against the nevw conatitution,

1. Touré's comfident statemsnt that Guimes will comsider
itself Tally independent as of 29 Beptember may 1sad to
recognition by some goveramwents, The UAR and Bino~
Soviet bloc countries are likely to take sdvantage of

this opportunity to increass their influence in West Afriea.

€. An uaresolved guestiom is whether Fyance will be willing to
continue the sconowmic aid programs on which 21l its tropical

Afriesn territories except the Ivory Coast depend heavily.

Pe Ganlle hinted mtrongly last wonth that secading areas

would lose theme subsidies, but no fiamal decimion has yet

bsen taken,

i, Mrs/ is a2lready looking ahead, He has proposed post
referenduw agreements with Fraasce whereby Paris would
hkandle Guinea's defense, foreign affairs, and finance,
He also pledged to respect international commitments

affecting Guimea, especislly those involving foreign
investwents, (A O firm--0lin Eathieson--is s wmajor
- participant im = $135,000,000 project to deﬂlw_gga?a
~¥ronch, Br: Tish, Swiss, aad
snd fmerigip interests have raised the momey, and con-

pover and bauxite resources.

T -
Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001000050029-0

- 25X1

25X1




25X1

Approved For Relelase 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP79R¢L0890A001000050029-0

struction is ready to be started, This is the first
ia = meries which #Mti eventually tetal $650,000,000,
2. . prapce is also amxious to fimd 2 formula which will
preoserve i close essociation with any new states,
Sowsver, soms French leadsrs 1ear the whole new com—
munity concept mey be andermined if other territories
claim iiéaﬁendawa, and they urge that De Gaulle's
threat of cutting off fimamcial aid be carried out,
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it SR1EVING 24 Septesber 1958

fowma:it

1. Kawait, largest Middle East oil producer, alss 3ppeLrs headed
toward cleser relatians with Xamir.

A. deputy EKnwaiti ruler, Abdulla Nubarak, declared in
Caire on 24 Septesber that Kawait was prepared to join
the Arad Loagus and costribute to the Arsd Developmseat
Benk. Bask sould turn out to be a veiled means for
extracting extortios payssats from Euwait nnd Saudi
Arzabia, siace contributions would be sealed according

to incoms.
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BEC BRIXFING 24 Septesber 1958

Saudis Arsbis
5. Mmmumzmmamuw
iine toward imsrican pelicy iaterests in recent talks wvith

Anbassader Beath.

A. Faysal's frusiratioas with dudgetary problems bas led
his to charge timt the Arebian-:merican sil compsny is
indiffereat to Sandi fiaancial ditfionlties.

8. Paysal, sppareatly reflecting the infiueace of his pro-
sgyptian petreless advisor, binted to Awbassador Heath
that astien to curtail Aramse’s rights say be under con-
sideration.

C. The snbassador slse drew the infersscs that &dne receq-
aitien of the Seviet bisc is being consideresd. This
would e in line with Fayssi's iatestion to bave a
“neutrsl” foreiga pelicy for Sawndi Arabia.

25X
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soheduled fer 1 Octeder.
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